
9/11/2024

1

Region 1 
Project 

Updates
September 10, 2024

Topics

• 10-Year Plan Region 1 Project Highlights
• US-25W, State Route 9, with W Beaver Creek Drive
• Interstate 75 Exit 112, Emory Rd, DDI
• Interstate 75/275/640 – Sharps Gap Interchange
• Interstate 40 – Priority Corridor
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10-Year Plan
Region 1 Project Highlights 

US-25W with W Beaver Creek

• Currently in the ROW 
Appraisal and Acquisition 
phase of development.

• 8 tracts impacted
• Construction FY 25
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Knox County - I-75 @ SR- 131 
(Emory Road) DDI

• Currently in the ROW 
Appraisal and Acquisition 
phase of development.

• 21 tracts impacted
• Construction FY 25

Knox County - I-75/275/640
Sharps Gap Interchange

• Preliminary Engineering – 2027
• Right-of-Way – 2031
• Construction – 2037
• Potential Alternative Delivery
• CMGC 
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Knoxville I-40
Priority Investment 
Project
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History
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History – Interstate 40
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• General route through Tennessee laid out in the 1955 Yellow Book

• Interstates got numerical identifiers in September 1957. 

• Superhighway connecting Memphis to Knoxville called Interstate 40.

• May 1959, split between I-40 and I-75 west of Knoxville

• Today, hundreds of thousands of people drive through Knoxville

History – Interstate 40
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History – Interstate 40
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History – Interstate 40 Timeline
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1959

1968 
Hope Gap Interchange

1962

1965
Scales

1962

1962

1964
1965
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History – Interstate 40 Timeline
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1976 
Watt Rd Interchange

1986
Hope Gap to Mabry Hood 1981

I40/640 
Interchange 

1985
Mabry Hood to Papermill

1981
Papermill to Hollywood

1998
Pellissippi Interchange

History – Interstate 40 Timeline
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2003
Lovell Rd Interchange

2015
Campbell Station Interchange

1996
Gallaher View Interchange

2003
Papermill to Hollywood

1993
Cedar Bluff Interchange
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History – Knoxville, TN

• One of the fastest growing mid-size cities in the United States

• Ranked as one of the 20 fastest-growing affordable cities

• Listed as one of the cheapest places to live

• Received high marks for its quality of life, including its housing 

and cost of living, transportation, amenities, and environment.
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History - Recently
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#7 (2023)

#17 (2023)
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Traffic

Traffic - Statewide
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Traffic - Statewide

19

12
3

45

Traffic - Knoxville
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Congestion

Congestion
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Congestion - Live
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Congestion – Tuesday AM Peak
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Congestion – Thursday PM Peak
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Modernization
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Modernization – I-40/I-75 Interchange
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Modernization – I-40/I-75 Interchange

28

27

28



9/11/2024

15

Modernization – I-40 at Campbell Station
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Modernization – I-40 at Campbell Station
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Modernization – I-40 at Lovell Rd
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Modernization – I-40 at Lovell Rd

32

31

32



9/11/2024

17

Modernization – I-40 at Cedar Bluff
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Modernization – I-40 at Cedar Bluff
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Modernization – I-40 at Walker Springs
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Modernization – I-40 at Walker Springs
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Modernization – I-40 at Papermill Rd
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Modernization – I-40 at Papermill Rd
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Bottlenecks

2024 Q1
8 of the top 10 statewide  

Interstate bottlenecks are in  
Region 3.

Top 10 Interstate Bottlenecks - Statewide
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Q2  
2023
Rank

Q3  
2023
Rank

Q4  
2023
Rank

Agency &  
Waze  

Reported  
Events

Average  
Max Length  

(miles)

Average  
Daily  

Duration
Total DelayRegionLocation

Current  
Rank  Q1

2024

2127.525 h 24 m151,175,2683I-65 N @ TN-840/EXIT 591

2221101.514 h 43 m111,535,5833I-24 E @ I-40/EXIT 832

4923.3614 m105,313,7912I-24 W @ TENNESSEE/GEORGIA STATE  
LINE

3

108611002.982 h 36 m97,879,2883I-65 N @ I-40/EXIT 824

4338053.721 h 7 m93,038,2683I-24 E @ HAYWOOD LN/EXIT 575

7744742.772 h 29 m92,968,0613I-440 E @ I-246

9101191.825 h 43 m91,899,6933I-24 W @ I-65/EXIT 867

86114333.033 h 40 m90,747,3961I-40 W @ I-75/I-6408

791.434 h 30 m82,369,4523I-65 E @ I-65/I-249

9222.691 h 43 m78,616,2393I-24/I-40 E @ I-24/I-4010

Red numbers = highest value for that metric

Top 10 Interstate Bottlenecks - Statewide

**Total Delay is raw speed drop weighted by VMT. It is computed by multiplying the delay
by the impacted traffic volume and aggregating the one-minute delays for the entire period  
the bottleneck is active.

Top 10 Interstate Bottlenecks – Region 1

2024 Q1

41

42



9/11/2024

22

Q2  
2023
Rank

Q3  
2023
Rank

Q4  
2023
Rank

Agency &  
Waze  

Reported  
Events

Average  
Max Length  

(miles)

Average  
Daily  

Duration
Total DelayLocation

Current  
Rank  Q1

2024

11114303.033 h 40 m90,747,396I-40 W @ I-75/I-6401

33310002.661 h 3 m24,660,473I-40/I-75 W @ TN-131/LOVELL RD/EXIT
374

2

20512.5917 m24,647,583I-75 S @ STINKING CREEK RD/EXIT 1443

6710445.0818 m20,496,528I-40/I-75 E @ PAPERMILL DR/EXIT 3834

4511934.9419 m17,000,668I-40/I-75 E @ I-6405

7942985.650 m16,880,863I-75 N @ I-40/EXIT 846

12306.4621 m14,362,360I-40/I-75 W @ BEGIN FREEWAY7

4729.9414 m13,858,144I-75 N @ US-25W/TN-63/EXIT 1348

55210794.6911 m12,224,070I-40/I-75 W @ CAMPBELL STATION RD/EXIT
373

9

64314.7213 m11,688,370I-75 N @ ROCK QUARRY RD/EXIT 15610

Red numbers = highest value for that metric

Top 10 Interstate Bottlenecks – Region 1

**Total Delay is raw speed drop weighted by VMT. It is computed by multiplying the delay
by the impacted traffic volume and aggregating the one-minute delays for the entire period  
the bottleneck is active.

Bottlenecks – Top Traffic Counts Statewide
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Bottlenecks – 7 of TOP 10 Locations
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I-40 WB @ I-75/I-640
2024 Q1 #1 Interstate Bottleneck in Region 1

Average Speed Over Time
Averaged per five minutes for January 1st, 2024, to March 31st, 2024

The most  
bottlenecks  
occurred  
from 3:00 to
7:00 pm.

The center  
represents the  
beginning of  

January 1, 2024,  
and the outeredge  
represents the end  
of March 31, 2024.

• The average speed at the A.M. peak is 59.6 mph at 7:55 am, 11% slower than  
free flow. The average speed at the P.M. peak is 60.8 mph at 5:30 pm, 10% 
slower than free flow.

• There were over 73,121 vehicle hours of delay on this segment of the
interstate in 2024 Quarter 1.
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I-40 WB @ I-75/I-640
2024 Q1 #1 Interstate Bottleneck in 

Region 1

In the morning, the  
slowest average  
speeds are found  
between US-
441/Broadway  
St./Exit 389 and US-
441/Henley  
Street/Exit 388 from
7:40 am to 8:35am.

Average Speed Over Time Averaged per five minutes for January 1st, 2024, to March 31st, 2024

In the evening,  
the slowest  
average speeds  
are found  
between US-
129/Alcoa  
Highway/Exit 386  
and the I-75/I-
640 Exit between
3:00 pm and 6:15  
pm.

Speed1
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Challenges
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Challenges

• Traffic Volumes – 4 of TOP 5 in Tennessee
• Bottlenecks – 7 of TOP 10 in the Region
• Weigh Stations – Top 3 in the US for Truck Volumes
• Percentage Trucks – 1 of the Highest on Tennessee Interstates
• Topography – Rolling with considerable grades
• Population Growth – Knoxville top 10 and 20 in the US
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Questions?
Thank you!
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